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Speed Reading

一、 Christmas

1、Christmas differs from the other holidays in that people have the habit of giving gifts and spending the holiday with the family.

2、What the gift matters most is that the genuine(真实的) Christmas spirit is to be found behind the gift.

3、Many people are filled with sorrow because they no longer feel the genuine Christmas spirit in the highly commercialized(商业化的) age.

4、On Boxing Day, people recover themselves from too much excitement and food.

二、 Social Services in the USA

5、Responsibilities for elementary education (初等教育) rest primarily with local governments.

*6、For all the country’s affluence（富裕）, more than one-tenth of the population in the United States remain to be in poverty（贫穷）.
7、In addition to (除…之外) retirement (退休) pensions (养老金) under the federal Social Security (社会保障) program, many of these who have been employed are also provided with additional benefits (利益) by their own employers.

8、Local fair-housing laws have been adopted and fair-housing commissions ( 委任制作) have been set up in order to Prohibit racial discrimination in housing. (禁止种族歧视)

三、Dreams – What Do They Mean?

9、Experiments (实验) have been conducted (引导) to show how pain may affect dreams.

*10、Dreams are not easy to interpret (解释) because our conscious mind often disguises our subconscious (下意识的) ideas.(有意识的大脑经常掩饰无意识的想法)

五、Fact or Fantasy

11、Superstitious (迷信的) people believe that they may avoid bad luck by acting in certain ways.

12、When someone says, “A little bird told me about it,” he means that he knows the secret anyhow.

13、Modern people think the cats are evil and untrustworthy because cats are believed to be able to think like humans.

14、The old superstitions about the moon are kept alive because the moon is still fearful and mysterious to modern people.

15、In ancient times people believed that all of nature was controlled by gods.

*六、The Olympic Games

16、In ancient Greece athletic festivals were very important and had strong religious associations.

17、The first Olympic Games took place certainly before 700 B.C.
18、In the final stages of the ancient Olympic Games, any competitor had to be neither a slave nor a foreigner.
19、During the Games, on the evening before the moon was full, the heroes were honoured with sacrificed (供奉) offerings(祭品).

20、Competitors had to train for ten months.
21、The continuity of the Olympic Games was interrupted for over 1,500 years.

22、At the beginning of the Games in the host country a torch, lighted on Mount Olympus by the sun’s rays.

七、The Lost Gold Piece

23、Jules Grandin was a fat man, wealthy man, and self-important man.
24、A general search was suggested and agreed to, but Francois Lebeau refused to be searched.
25、When Lebeau still refused to be searched, Grandin the host left the room angrily and contemptuously.(轻蔑地)

26、Lebeau did not allow himself to be searched because his pockets were full of food.

九、A Fable for Tomorrow

27、The description of the four seasons in the imagined town is intended to demonstrate that all life in the town seemed in peace with its surroundings.

28、The doctors in the town hospital were curious about the causes of the unexplained deaths.

29、The place became lifeless because of rains of bitter taste.

十、Two Kinds of Football

30、One is American football, another is soccer.
31、American football, which developed from the British game of rugby, is played only in American and Canada.
32、American football and rugby are alike in the method of scoring.
33、American football has become less dangerous in recent years because the players have special uniforms and helmets（头盔） as protection from being injured(受伤的).

34、Rugby players and American football players look different in their uniforms.

十一、The Value of Education

*35、 Our purpose of educating children is to accustom them to varied life.

36、Free education for all is not enough because people with degrees refuse to do physical work.

37、All of us must be educated to understand or realize that one should choose his job according to his ability.

38、Education should be various because life is varied.

十二、Disney World

39、Disney World lies in Florida.
40、Disney World attracts people of every kind.
41、What is the most attractive in this amusement resort is the Magic Kingdom.
42、Supplies get to the shops and restaurants in the Magic Kingdom through the underground roads.

十三、London Art Gallery

43、The National Gallery is well known for Britain’s best-known collection of pictures.

44、British national galleries and museums are maintained by money voted(投票) by parliament.

*十四、The Welfare State(福利国家)

45、British is the welfare state.

46、The purpose of the contributions is to ensure that every British citizen enjoy medical services, ensure that the unemployed receive a sum of money to live on, provide a small pension for the retired.
*47、The major part of the money needed to operate the national insurance and health schemes comes from the State’s taxation.
*48、 “Welfare State” means the complete system of social insurance schemes and full employment.

十五、The American Indians

49、There were so few American Indians left at the end of the 19th century because the white settlers had wrested Indians’ land from them.
50、Since the end of the 19th century, American has paid little attention to the Indians.

51、On all reservations, the Indians are free to elect their own leaders, practise their own religions, vote in local elections.

*52、In New York State, a large number of Mohawks find work in the construction sites because they are not afraid of heights.
十六、The 4th of July – a Day of Rejoicing.

53、The 4th of July is the most important holiday in the USA because it memorizes that day back to 1776 when the Americans declared their independence.

54、The Americans would probably not have won the war without the extraordinary faith and leadership of George Washington.

55、The Declaration of Independence was drawn up by Thomas Jefferson.

十七、Welcome to Our Bank

56、George Pickens wished for a robbery because it would help him take money without being caught.

57、George fainted after the bank robber was gone because he had to pretend to be terrified.

58、 From the ending of the story, we know that Mr. Bell had discovered that seven thousand dollars was missing.

十八、The Police and the Intelligence Agents

59、The police of New York, Chicago and Detroit have a particularly rough time because these cities have large ghettos(犹太人区)and organized crimes.
60、Many American cops do a lot to help children whose parents are law-breakers because they are well aware of the misery of the ghettos.
61、An FBI agent has the right to cross State borders if they need to
62、The job of the CIA is to tell the Government about foreign agents and hostile (敌方的) powers.

十九、Money

63、Aristotle said money should be durable(耐用的), distinct(独特的), divisible(可分的) and portable(轻便的).

64、In some parts of the world a traveller might starve(饿得要死) even if he had plenty of coins and notes.

65、Barter(物品交换) usually takes the place of money transactions where the people’s trading needs are fairly simple.

二十、Helen Keller

65、The third day of March, 1887, is the most important day in Helen Keller’s life because it was the day Anne Sullivan became her teacher.

二一、One Foggy Day in London

66、The writer and his wife decided to go to the concert hall by underground railway. This is because there was no other way.
67、It is clear that for Joan the trip to London had been very enjoyable.

二二、Social Classes

68、We ‘place’ people in society in relation to ourselves according to complex mixture of factors.

69、The decline of the Greek aristocracy’s power in the sixth century B.C. coincided with the rise of a new ‘middle class’ of traders and skilled workers.

70、Athens is often praised as the nursery of democracy even though slaves were not allowed to vote.

71、Medieval(中世纪的) lords recruited(征募) their armies from among the vassals(诸侯).

72、The rise of the commercial and professional middle class was predominantly(主要地) and urban(城市的), as opposed(乡下的) to a rural phenomenon(现象).

73、The division of ‘ Social class’ involves a large number of factors.

*二三、The Federal Government

74、There are two major political parties in the USA, the Democratic Party(民主党) and the Republican Party(共和党). 

75、The most effective safeguard of democracy is the Supreme Court.
76、One thing is common between the American and British form of government is that they were both democratic.

77、Every item of the American Constitution is clearly written down and numbered.
78、American society was more democratic than British society, in that it paid less attention to class and wealth.

79、The President represents the USA and one careless, and ill-prepared speech would bring abut a crisis(危机) in the world.
80、Congress, the press(压力) and the people prevents the President from doing exactly(正确地) what he likes.

二四、United Nations

81、United Nations Day is celebrated on 24 October. The U.N. came into existence fully in 1945.
82、President Roosevelt probably devised the name “The United Nations”.

83、Dumbarton Oaks(敦巴顿橡树园) was the place where representatives of five powers formulated(明确地表达) basic suggestions.

二六、Pandora’s Box

84、After the Troubles were let loose out of the box, people began to become unfriendly and quarrelsome.

85、When Pandora opened the box for the first time, all the winged creatures escaped except Hope.
86、The mysterious box was Zeus’ revenge(报复) on Prometheus and all mortal men for stealing fire from the heaven.

二七、English World – wide

87、Many Third World people oppose the use of English in their countries because they consider it a form of cultural imperialism(帝国主义).
88、 “Basic English” refers to the simplicity(简单) of the English language.

二八、Nonverbal Communication

89、Body language includes facial(面部的) expressions, gestures(手势) postures(身体的姿势).

90、Dogs wag their tails to welcome.

91、The main difference between man and other animals, according to the author, is that man can communicate by speaking to one another.

二九、Gateway to the USA

92、The crowned lady is a symbol of American democracy.
93、The Statue of Liberty was sent to the USA by France as a gift to memorize the aid France gave the Americans during the American revolution.

94、Immigrants(移民) looked on Ellis Island with dread(恐惧) because they might be refused admission(允许进入) after being examined by doctor and officials.

三十、The Perfect Match

95、They both seemed to find nothing to talk about because all the facts about them were written on the cards.

96、Having something missing between them was gong to bring their marriage to an end.

三十、The Schools

97、Now all children have at least eleven years of compulsory full-time education because the school-leaving age has been raised from 15 to 16.
98、About 6 percent of school population attend the Public Schools(私有寄宿学校).

99、Though children may leave school at 16 without trying any of the public examination, more and more children are still taking the CSE(中学毕业证书) or the GCE(高级水平测试结业证书) conducted by the examining Boards.

*100、The advanced Level GCE examination is very important to those who want to seek higher education because the universities and polytechnics(理工学院 ) choose their students on the results of the Advanced Level(一般学历证书考试(GCE)优等) examination.

三二、Universities and Polytechnics

101、Oxford(牛津大学) and Cambridge(剑桥大学) are attractive(吸引人的) to both the resident(居住的) students and the visitors for their buildings of historical significance(意义).

102、The two best known universities in England are also the oldest seats of learning(最高学府): Oxford and Cambridge.
103、The modern universities in Britain differ from their older counterparts(相对物)in that more emphasis is placed on advanced studies in science and technology in the modern universities.

104、In recent years there has been a rapid increase in the number of people seeking higher education partly because a number of polytechnics have been created.

三三、Further Education

105、One of the major overlapping(重叠) areas between the school system and further Education is that they both offer subjects for the GCE “ A” level examinations.
106、Sixth form(六年级) students refer to those who take the “A” Level GCE examinations.
107、 “Tertiary Colleges（职业性）专科学校” refer to a united establishment for all the post-sixteen education.

三四、Hollywood

108、Hollywood was made an ideal site for shooting motion pictures by the wonderful climate in that area.

109、Today Hollywood is mostly used as the center of American TV entertainment(娱乐).

三五、A Police-Court

110、The police court is presided(主持) over by a magistrate(地方官员).
111、It is unwise for the accused to exaggerate(夸大) the truth because it will not help his case to do so.

112、If a man knows that he is guilty, he should be polite to both policemen and magistrates.
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